
 

School Supply Drive 

The school supply drive will run through the month of August.  Collection bins are 
in the reception area off the church atrium. For more information, see the full article 
inside.  Here is a list of basic supplies that are always needed: 

Colored pencils 

Washable markers 

Pink rectangular erasers 

Highlighters 

Blunt tipped or sharp scissors 

Glue sticks or bottles 

24/box crayons 

Rulers 

4 gigabyte flash drives (needed for 
working on computers) 

Boxes or packs of tissues 

Backpacks 

3 ring binders – 1”, 2”, 3” 

College rule or wide rule filler paper 

College rule or wide rule composition 
books 

5 or 8 tab dividers 

Pencil pouches, boxes, or cases 

Ruled index cards 

Sticky note pads 

Dry erase markers 

Black or blue ballpoint pens 

Wooden or mechanical pencils 
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

One of the most beloved verses in the Bible is Romans 8:28 – We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. It is a magnificent verse, but often 
misinterpreted. What does this verse mean? Does it mean that faith is a blanket that we can toss over our-
selves and nothing really bad will happen to us? I wish we had that kind of security blanket.  

What are some things this verse does not mean? To say that all things work together for good… does not 
mean that God magically protects God’s children from harm. We know from experience that is not true. Some 
of the best people in the world have tragic things happen to them. Nor does it mean that God sends chal-
lenges to us in order to test us and to make us stronger or that are for our best good. It does not mean eve-
rything happens for a reason. It is an appealing theology in some ways. There is comfort for many people in 
believing that in any tragedy, no matter how awful, God is somehow working to their good. Many scriptures 
lend themselves to that interpretation. But not all. And it would be very difficult to believe that God would 
cause something like the tragic death of an innocent child in order to somehow teach us a lesson. What kind 
of loving God would do that? 

What, then, does this verse mean? First of all, many of the tragedies that occur in life are a simple conse-
quence of the natural order. There are natural laws that govern the order of the universe, otherwise the 
earth would spin out of control and crash into the sun and burn up. To bring the matter of natural laws closer 
to home, someone is driving too fast in a car and tries to negotiate a curve and there is a tree and the law of 
nature says there is going to be a crash. God didn’t cause that. Sometimes tragedies occur because people 
do dumb things, like driving a car too fast. Sometimes bad things happen because the laws of nature were 
somehow broken in ways we don’t understand and cannot control. How many deaths occur each year be-
cause of defective genes in the human body for which there is no accounting? But this does not mean that 
God or the universe picked us out specifically to be punished. We live in a wonderful world, a beautiful, abun-
dant world. But sometimes things happen. Sometimes we can figure out why they happened; sometimes we 
cannot. They just happen.  

Second, our relationship with God will determine how well we deal with the sometimes tragic events that 
occur in everyone’s life. Notice that Paul says, “We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God…” It doesn’t say, “for those who believe in God.” It says, “for those who love God.” When you love 
God, you look at life differently than do those who only believe in God. Pastor Richard Stetler tells of a 9-year
-old boy named Billy in his congregation who died of leukemia a few years ago. As Pastor Stetler was ap-
proaching the boy’s house to comfort Billy’s parents, he wasn’t sure that he would be able to answer all the 
questions those parents would undoubtedly have. Questions like: “If God is a God of love, why this? Why did-
n’t God answer our prayers? What more could we have done? Why would God give us such a beautiful son 
and either allow him to die or take him away from us?” What Pastor Stetler didn’t know was that he would 
receive a lesson in mature Christian faith from these grieving parents. As he approached the front door, 
Stetler was greeted by Billy’s dad. All he could think to say was, “I’m terribly sorry.” The father said, “Thank 
you Dick, but don’t be. We are sad, of course, but Jean and I are so profoundly grateful that we had Billy for 
the nine years that we did!” There were no questions, Stetler continues. There was no anger. Stetler explains 
it this way: “Both of them were standing in another place. You see, they knew God.” Those parents were 
standing in a different place. They not only knew God, they loved God. That made all the difference in the 
world. They didn’t believe that God had cruelly given their son leukemia in order to somehow punish them or 
to test them. They didn’t have a God like that. Instead, they gave God thanks for allowing them to have their 
son as long as they did. Many people believe in God. Few people love God. When you move from believing in 
God to loving God, you discover that life works. There is a peace, a joy that undergirds all of life. It doesn’t 
mean you have all the answers, but you learn to trust in a loving God who raised Jesus from the dead and 
who holds the whole world in his hands will help you withstand the most severe storm and will place your 
feet on solid ground once again. That’s food for thought! 



 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a  
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters.   
— Genesis 1:1,2 

 

Many of you know that my family and I have spent the last several weeks prepar-
ing to move from one house to another here in Williamsburg.  As I write this, we 
have finally settled into the new house; and it looks like a hurricane swept through.  
Boxes sit half-emptied, the counters are strewn with the detritus of unpacking, and 
everywhere are small piles of objects that simply haven’t found a home yet.   In fact 
my house currently feels like a formless void, neither home nor hostel, somehow 
caught betwixt and between.  Chaos. 

Chaos is a word that means disorder, disarray and confusion.  It comes from the 
name of a Greek mythological goddess who was envisioned as the first of the prime-
val beings to emerge at the beginning of the universe.  Later Greek thinkers defined 
chaos as the chaotic mix of elements that existed before the world began.  And of 
course, our biblical reference reminds us of that meaning.  And reminds me of my 
house, an experiment in postmodern post-moving chaos. 

During our move, this scripture has come frequently to my mind.  God knows 
chaos.  While our translation reads “a wind from God” swept over the waters, the 
word for wind in Hebrew, ruach, can also mean breath or spirit.  The Spirit of God 
was there.   I imagine how God was present in the early chaos of the universe, 
looked at all the mixedupedness of a world not yet formed, and yet knew that some-
thing better and amazing was to come.     

Perhaps you have gone through times in your life that felt similar.  When nothing 
seems in place, where one thing after another leaves you feeling upset, unsettled and 
up turned.  It is in such times that we are challenged to learn the reality of God’s 
presence in chaos.  Life rarely happens in neatly packaged, perfectly placed events.  
Life is often messy, difficult and unexpected.  The birth of a baby, starting a new job, 
sudden illness, retirement—each great event in life comes with a modicum of stress 
and chaos.   

Yet there is good to be found.  As God moved over the face of the waters He 
brought with him order, security and peace.  So we can find those same things in our 
relationship with God.  When all else fails, when nothing seems certain, God is still 
God.  Prayers still are heard.  Life is still a sacred gift.  How wonderful that we can 
rely on that reality even when the world falls apart around us.  Even in the midst of a 
move.  Even in the midst of tragedy.  Always in the midst of real life. 

Rely on God, feel the spirit, brave the chaos… and know that whatever your cir-
cumstances, you are a precious child of God. 



 

Carol Scott Circle – no meeting 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – no meeting 
 

Friendship Circle – no meeting 
 

Jean Craig Circle – no meeting 
 

Olive Casey Circle – no meeting  
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – no meeting 
 

WindsorMeade Circle – no meeting 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, 
August 12 at 6:30 p.m. for a Pot-Luck-
Supper (Salads/Desserts) at the home 
of Donna Potts.  Another evening of 
fellowship, fun and laughter. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Saturday, August 9 at 
5:15 p.m. for their annual dinner at Food for 
Thought.  Reservation deadline is Tuesday, August 
5 with Joanne Sutlive.  Please arrive no later than 
5:15 p.m.  (Note change in date) 

Important Date to Remember 
UMW Executive Board Meeting – Monday, August 25 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

The United Methodist Men will meet Saturday, September 6, 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The cost 
of the breakfast is $7.00.  For reservations, contact Charley Skillman (258-4930).  

Monday Evening Book Discussion Group 
Starting August 4 at 7:00 p.m., the Monday Evening Book Discussion Group will be 

reading Learning to walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor.  For more information, 
contact Peter Morgan (220-4749). 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
August 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 



 

Methodist Churches in Latvia 
 

WUMC has been supportive of Latvian Methodist Churches since 2005 when mem-
bers of our congregation became acquainted with Gita Mednis, the Latvian-American 
pastor of First Methodist Church of Riga, Latvia.  Gita and her husband Juris escaped 
their home country in 1944 due to the Soviet occupation of Latvia.  Our own Astrida 
Voskis Bishop, whose father had been a pastor in Latvia for decades prior to the war, 
escaped with her family in 1944.  For more than fifty years, Soviet and German occu-
pation and suppression caused the closing of Latvian Methodist Churches.  In the 
1990’s, the Latvian Methodist Church began to re-emerge; Gita and her husband re-
turned in 1999, committed to resuming the work of the Methodist Church in their 
homeland. 

In 2006 a work team from WUMC under the leadership of Dick and Peggy Soulen traveled to Latvia to 
assist Gita in remodeling a building to serve as a residence for The Hope Center, a home for unwed teenage 
pregnant girls.  For six months prior to and after delivery, the young women are cared for, taught how to 
cook, manage their time, shop for food on a budget -- and how to care for a baby (the girls are orphans or 
come from broken homes).   Charlie Clark of our congregation has independently volunteered at various 
Hope Centers over recent years since 2006. 

Today, at the request of Gita Mednis (now District Superintendent and pastor), WUMC is also in partner-
ship with the Rev. Inese Budnika and her congregation of 35-40 members in Paplaka, a village near the Bal-

tic Sea.  Inese serves as part-time director of 
Camp Wesley, a twenty acre site on the Baltic. 
Though still under development, the camp has al-
ready helped hundreds of youth and adults learn 
more about the love of God in a setting of Chris-
tian fun and fellowship.  

Through Global Outreach, WUMC is supportive 
of Latvian Methodist congregations and the Hope 
Center. 

Come to the Ministry Fair! 
Be sure to join us on Sunday morning, September 21, when we attempt to gather all of our church minis-

tries under one roof in one place for an amazing ministry fair!  The Fellowship Hall is the site of this momen-
tous event, and you are the beneficiary of this unprecedented opportunity to learn more about and become 
involved in the ministry of your choice.  Keep watching for more information and don’t miss a minute of in-
volvement! 



 

Stephen Ministry 
I just need someone to talk 

to!!!  Have you ever felt this 
way?  Caring communication with 
others is a basic human need.  
Stephen Ministers can help meet 
that need.  For a listening ear, 
ask one of your pastors to refer 
you to a Stephen Minister.   

Thank You 
I would like to thank the members of the church 
for all their prayers and cards in the passing of 

my husband, Freddie Byrd. 
Thank you,  

Donna Byrd and Family 

Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church is used to 
getting “love letters” from 
local organizations that re-

ceive support from our congregation. Here 
are excerpts from two notes received recently: 

“On behalf of 3e Restoration, Inc. I would 
like to thank you for your kind and generous do-

nation.  Words cannot express our gratefulness 
for your faith and support to the mission of alle-

viating homelessness in our community.”  
— Yours in Christ, Tammy Harden, Ex-

ecutive Director, Greater Williams-
burg Outreach Mission (GWOM) 3e 
Restoration 

“On behalf of our learners, I 
want to thank you for your gener-
ous support of Literacy for Life.  

Your gift helps make it possible for 
nearly 700 adults in our area to 

make life-changing breakthroughs as 
they strive toward independence and 

new opportunities.  With your support, 
our learners find better jobs, receive 

their GEDS, actively participate in their 
children’s schools, and become more in-

volved in our community.” — Sincerely, Joan 
B. Peterson, Executive Director, Literacy for 

Life 

Funds for local charities and service organi-
zations come from the Local Outreach annual 

God Loves a Cheerful Giver 

Here are the contributions made on your behalf 
through the first six months of 2014: 
 

 Housing Partnerships $ 2,793 
 FISH 2,793 
 Erase the Need 2,793 
 Warriors in Transition, Fort Eustis   2,665 
 Head Start   2,665 
 Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission 
  3e Restoration Program   2,665 
 Literacy for Life  1,000 
 Meals on Wheels  1,000 
 The Arc of Greater Williamsburg    500 
 GED support/ISAE Plan of WJCC Schools  500 
 WUMC Respite Care Scholarship Fund   1,000 
 Avalon: A Center for Women & Children    1,000 
 Olde Towne Medical Center                       2,000 
 All God’s Children Camp 1,200 
 Faith in Action   1,500 
 Grove Christian Outreach 500 
 Angels of Mercy 1,000 
 Lackey Free Clinic 1,000 
 United Way Community Resource Center  500 
    (distribution of produce and meat from the Peninsula Foodbank) 

   _______ 
   $29,074 

operating budget; our Lenten, Thanksgiving and 
Advent offerings; memorial funds and congregation-
al donations earmarked for Local Outreach; and this 
year for the first time, a disbursement from the 
WUMC Endowment Fund. 



 

2014 UMCOR Kits 

Missions Project: 
 

1,050 kits sent to Annual Conference  
(plus $1,744 for shipping and toothpaste) 

New Things??? 
 

With a new school year approaching 
and a son going off to college for the 
first time, I keep finding myself revisit-
ing the idea of new things.  There will 
be a lot of new things in my life this fall 
– my new job and my new emptier 
nest, so I’ve been pondering the words 
of the Apostle Paul in II Corinthians 
5:17, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is 
a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has be-
come new.”  We experience new jobs, 
new homes, new towns, new schools, 
and even new life in Christ.  In our 
church, we desire to have new families, 
more children, and new faces around 
the church.  New people can bring new 
energy to our lives, to our church, to 
the choir….  They help share the load, 
and we make new friends in Christ.  
Have you invited anyone new to church, 
to choir, to a circle or to a Bible Study 
lately?  If not, then consider and pray 
about who you might invite.    

I find myself in a new position as 
autumn and a new school year ap-
proach.   I am looking forward to meet-
ing established choir members and in-
viting new ones, too.  I am here to fol-
low the words of the great commission, 
to make new disciples through the min-
istry of music.  We are all here to serve 
one another and to make a way to bring 
new people to Christ through the minis-
tries at Williamsburg United Methodist 
Church.  Who will we invite?  How will 
we all become new?   

I am looking forward to getting to 
know all of the new people I will invite, 
and meeting the new people you invite, 
as well! 

The Sanctuary Choir resumes re-
hearsals on August 21 at 7:00 p.m.  Will 
you come join us?  Bring a friend! 

  VA  
Conference 

Williamsburg 
UMC 

Total Kits 41,218  1,050 

Health Kits 30,844  694 

School Kits 11,306  221 

Baby Layette Kits  1,666  33 

Birthing Kits 5,325  102 

Sewing Kits  ?  0 

Flood Buckets  228  0 

Total Value $533,834 $12,730 

The response this year was overwhelming, in-
cluding 40 to 50 people of all ages who donated a 
Saturday morning to assemble 632 health kits. This 
has been a year-long effort including 7 United Meth-
odist Women Circles, Sunday School classes, our 
Youth, the Thanksgiving Day mission effort, and 
many other church members, friends and neigh-
bors! 

Thank you to everyone who donated supplies, 
sewed school kit bags, assembled kits, donated 
money for supplies, donated money for shipping, 
kept track of money donated, and generally cheered 
us on as we assembled the largest number of kits in 
at least six years.   Thanks also to Bud and Linda 
Rhodes for transporting the kits to Conference in 
Hampton. 

P.S. – School supplies will be on sale soon – 
great time to stock up. There is space available at 
the church for storage of any kits or kit supplies. 
See Barb Hamson. 

Thank you all for your support and participation 
in this Mission Project. 

Global Outreach 
Barbara Hamson, Terri Morgan, Peggy Hook 



 

Check, Check and Check Again.  
 

Three months in, almost to the day as I write. Time to look back and to look forward, 
and in the style of the World Cup which has just finished, it’s time to hand out some 
awards in the best of/worst of ** (and other) categories, so here goes: 

Worst flight I’ve ever taken? Charlotte to Newport News, April 15 2014. Best 
welcome I’ve ever received at an airport? Newport News, April 15 2014. Seeing 

so many people turn out on a horrible evening managed to turn me from feeling very green to slightly less 
green and feel very welcomed. 

Best thing about the language barrier? Within minutes of opening my mouth anywhere I get asked 
“so where you/that accent from?” and a great opportunity to explain I’m working for a church and witness to 
my faith ensues. Worst thing about the language barrier? When I think I’m getting the hang of it and 
use a word I think y’all know but don’t and I’m greeted by blank looks. 

Funniest moment at youth group?  The night everyone suddenly decided to speak in an English ac-
cent and Pontius Pirate turned up.  

Most profound moment at youth group? Seeing 12 or 15 young people switch (almost instantly) 
from talkative and playful to spending 15 minutes in total silence connecting with God in a variety of ways 
and activities. 

Thing I’m most grateful for? The hospitality and support of the Casey-Rutland and Dassler families as 
they hosted me for my first 10 weeks here before I was able to move into my own place and coached me in 
the ways of American life, bureaucracy and so much more  – thank you all very much. 

Best thing about the weather?  Even when it rains it’s warm! (at least at this time of year).  

Best “God moment”? Seeing God answer prayer powerfully more than once. And not seeing the walk-
ing stick as a result.  

All in all, a great three months, not without challenges and low points, but God 
has been faithful (I’ve heard the answer to prayer “trust me” several times!), we’ve 
seen numbers grow slowly at youth group and steps of faith taken. I can safely say, 
in more ways than one, my ship has come in! I’m looking forward not just to the next 
3 months but more beyond that too. 

 

**Disclaimer**  

there have been any number of funny, profound, moving, inspiring moments I’ve had the 
privilege to be there for, choosing some for this doesn’t elevate any one above the other, 

some are just more suitable for here, so “best”, “worst”, “funniest” may not be entirely true… 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Vacation Bible School  

Report:  Gods Love is 

Amazing!  

The week of June 23, our church was filled with 
120 children participating in our annual Vacation 
Bible School (VBS).  With the help of over 35 adult 
and youth volunteers, the children enjoyed crafts, 
snacks, games, music, movie theater time, and in-
teractive Bible dramas.   In addition to having fun, 
the children brought in three carts of food items for 
FISH and raised $581.07 for purchasing camp sup-
plies for young girls going to the All God’s Children 
Camp.  We all had a spectacular week learning that 
no matter what your situation, “Jesus loves you!” 

Summer Sunday School 
Classes Continue 

Children: 

Preschool meets in Room 207 

Elementary meets in Room 302 
 

Adult:   

FaithLink Class (meets in Room 206):  drop-in 
as you are able to discuss contemporary issues and 
faith 

Christian Life Connections (meets in Room 
307) & Searchers (meets in Room 171):  “Six 
Ways We Encounter God,” by Tom Berlin 

Fellowship Class (meets in Room 103):  Adult 
Bible Studies curriculum 

Aldersgate  Class 
(meets in Wesley Hall):  Vari-
ous topics and speakers 

Marvin Willard Bible 
Class (meets in Room 174):  
Ephesians 

Shelter 
Receives  

Respite Donations 
 

Thanks to all who donated pet treats to 
Respite in June — over 50 bags were  

decorated by our members, then filled and 
delivered to the Heritage Humane Society 

for new pet adoptions!   

Please mark your  
calendars for next  

year’s VBS:  “Everest,” 
June 29 – July 3, 2015. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Highlights of the 2014 Virginia Annual Conference 
 

June 20-22, 2014 at Hampton Roads Convention Center, Hampton, VA 
 
 

Virginia United Methodists were water washed and spirit born at the 232nd session of Virginia Annual Con-
ference, held June 20-22 at the Hampton Roads Convention Center. Presentations centered on the theme of 
“Lord, Renew Us With Your Spirit,” with most speakers touching on how the presence of the Holy Spirit can 
renew us and our local churches. Then during the closing worship, the 3,000 attendees remembered their 
baptism by touching water in small basins throughout the hall. Members votes to “postpone indefinitely” a 
resolution that would have asked the 2016 General Conference to change language in the Book of Discipline 
related to human sexuality. In his Episcopal Address during the opening session on Friday, Bishop Young Jin 
Cho called for a period of discernment throughout the conference on the sexuality issue over the coming 
church year. Cho said he changed his mind about dealing with the issue after speaking with members of the 
conference’s Common Table. “I had hoped to spend more time on mission and revitalizing the churches,” Cho 
said. He called the issues of same-sex marriage and other matters related to homosexual inclusion a 
“gathering storm” for the church, mentioning talk of schism and the counter proposals to keep the church 
together. “This is a time when we surely need to pay attention and seek guidance from our Lord,” Cho said, 
also asking members to “pray for the future of our United Methodist Church very seriously.” The proposal 
was part of a look at things coming for the conference in the new church year. The others include the expan-
sion of the new Discipleship Circles model – creating small groups composed of lay and clergy that partici-
pants from more than one church or district for spiritual vitality, personal accountability and collaborative 
learning – the start of new faith communities, and the conference’s jumping into the denomination’s Imagine 
No Malaria effort. Cho challenged everyone to take on Imagine No Malaria as a spiritual discipline rather than 
just another fund-raising drive. The bishop said he would also like to see every church in the conference par-
ticipating. After the positive vote on the Imagine No Malaria effort, Bishop Cho donned a t-shirt and broke 
into dance with youth and others to Pharrell Williams’ “Happy” song. In recapping this past year, Bishop Cho 
also announced that more than 200 churches had signed the bishop’s Prayer Covenant, and his Convocation 
on Prayer was very well attended. Three new faith communities were introduced, bringing to 26 the number 
of new faith communities that have been started since the adoption of an emphasis on planting churches six 
years ago. Members approved a resolution calling for an appeal for a phased-in increase in the federal mini-
mum wage, but defeated a measure asking the conference pensions and benefits agency to divest from fossil 
fuel companies. George Howard, deputy general secretary of the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM), 
handed out awards for having the highest giving to The Advance for Christ and His Church ($2.5 million) in 
2013, and for leading the Southeastern Jurisdiction in giving to missionary support. Howard also praised the 
conference for contributing $1.1 million to the United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR). As Bishop 
Hayes said a few minutes later, “Virginia is one of the most outstanding – if not the most outstanding – con-
ferences in the denomination in terms of reaching out to people.” Bishop Cho commissioned the Rev. Pat 
Watkins as a missionary with the GBGM, working on the “Care of God’s Creation” through the Council of Bish-
ops. Deaconesses Laarni Bibay and Anselma Samson were also commissioned; they were consecrated as 
deaconesses in April in Louisville. Members as always brought health kits collected for UMCOR to Annual Con-
ference. The total number of kits collected was 41,218, with a total value of $533,834. 
Specifically: 30,844 Health kits, 11,306 School kits, 5,325 Birthing kits, 1,666 Layette 
kits, 228 Cleaning kits, 394 Bedding kits, and 1,455 miscellaneous kits. They also collect-
ed more than 85,000 pounds of non-perishable food items for the Peninsula Food Bank. 
At the Service for the Ordering of Ministry, 13 were ordained as elders, one ordained 
deacon, 22 commissioned as provisional members, and 27 licensed as local pastors. One 
elder also had her orders recognized. Forty-one clergy took retired status this year. 
Members approved a 2015 budget of more than $32.7 million, down by one percent 
from the 2014 budget. Conference membership stands at 330,696, down 1,735 from the 
previous year. Worship attendance stands at 104,231, down by 897 persons.  

Learn more at www.vaumc.org/AC2014. -- Excerpted. 

                 -Neill Caldwell is editor of the Virginia United Methodist Advocate 

http://www.vaumc.org/AC2014


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of 
those who have passed away during the month 

of July: 

Freddie Mack “Ray” Byrd 

Owen Niehaus,  
Respite Client  

Leonard “Len” Ringler 

Nell Sykes 

Phyllis Varner 

given in memory of Louis L. Junod from 

given in memory of Patricia Ann Going from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hook 

 Mrs. Judy Brown 

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Corrie 

 Mr. & Mrs. David Hathaway 

 Williamsburg Landing Circle 

Purposeful Prayer 
 

Early in the morning, well before sunrise, Jesus rose and went to a deserted place 
where he could be alone in prayer.   

— Mark 1:35 
 

Jesus had only three years to accomplish His life’s purpose.  His days were filled with activities such as 
healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind, and preaching in the synagogue.  He taught to the masses, fed 
thousands, dined with society’s outcasts, ministered to individuals, comforted the grieving and raised their 
dead to life. 

Scripture tells us that Jesus spent time alone in prayer early in the morning and at night.  Jesus had much 
work and little time.  He could have crammed activity into every spare moment, but no.  He made time for 
prayer, and He made it a priority. 

Martin Luther said, “I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer”.  Seems he 
understood Jesus’ heart and the importance of seeking God’s help for the tasks on his to-do list.  Do you val-
ue prayer, or are you so bent on completing your work that you are too busy to withdraw 
for conversations with the Father?  We should consider prayer our life’s work.  Engag-
ing in it invites our Father to direct our steps, guide our conversations, and make di-
vine connections.  It ensures we stay on task and thereby accomplish the work He 
has given us to do. 

Why don’t you purpose to spend some time in specific prayer each day and track 
the results? 

 

By Grace Fox from “Mornings with Jesus” 

given in memory of Betty Mitchell Swiggett from 

 Edna P. Cox 

 Jennifer Patterson 

 Mr. & Mrs. George Watson 
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Recently published and now in our church library is Chicken Soup for the Soul:  Living with Alzhei-
mer’s and other Dementias.  Subtitled, “101 Stories of Caregiving, Coping and Compassion”, this latest 
collection in the popular series, includes personal and poignant contributions by caregivers and those living 
with Alzheimer’s sharing support, advice and comfort for others also on this difficult journey.  You’ll find you 
are not alone, learn strategies for coping, that laughter is the best medicine and from some very courageous 
writers living with Alzheimer’s, what it feels like to have this disease.  Given in honor of all caregivers and 
those living with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, you’ll find this book on display in the library foyer. 

 For the children, for whom Alzheimer’s is particularly difficult to understand, 
we have two wonderful books.  One, Still My Grandma, introduces children to 
the realities of Alzheimer’s and reminds them that “love is more powerful than 
any illness.  Similarly, Remember Grandma?, which deals more generally with 
memory loss, provides gentle reassurance that love within a family endures 
when memory does not. 

 Also for the children as summer winds down there’s still time to take A Vis-
it to the Sesame Street Museum, discover what’s going on Over on the 
Farm, learn all about Storms and Come to the Ocean with Me.  Or check 
out Mrs. Muddle’s Holidays for ideas for creating your own special celebra-
tion.  
  

“The larger the island of knowledge, the longer the shoreline of wonder.”   

— Ralph W. Sockman 
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